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Russia invades Ukraine
San Jose community members respond to conflict

Annexed by Russia in 2014

yiv, Ukraine, is an old city
in a new country. Despite
the city’s more than 1,500
year history,
Ukraine
only celebrated 30 years
of independence in 2021.
After two revolutions and dozens
of lives lost, Ukraine ousted
then-President Viktor Fedorovich
Yanukovych in 2014 after Yanukovych,
who had already been suspected
of corruption and election tampering,
rejected a pending European
Union
association
agreement.
Yanukovych – supported by Russian

K

President Vladimir Putin – fled to Russia
and Oleksandr Turchynov became
acting president until the election
of Petro Poroshenko in June 2014.
Poroshenko lost his bid for reelection
to former actor and current Ukrainian
president Volodymyr Zelenskyy in
May 2019. After months of
accumulating troops and equipment
at Ukraine’s borders, Russia
invaded last week, prompting
President Joe Biden and other
NATO countries including Germany,
Poland and the U.K. to respond with
sanctions and stern warnings that

the unprovoked attack would be
met with decisive action, inching
the
U.S.
toward
conflict
with Russia. In this extra issue of
the Spartan Daily, we examine
the crisis and escalating violence
between Russia and Ukraine.
We also unfold some of the
complicated
history
between
Russia, Ukraine, the U.S. and NATO
allied countries as it relates to
the country’s current strife.
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Community members
discuss the
Russia-Ukraine crisis

Local organizations
protest U.S. war
intervention, NATO

Infographic: breaking
down Russia-Ukraine
conflict
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SJSU experts explain conflict’s roots
Russian and Ukranian community members reflect on situation
By Eva Martin
STAFF WRITER

In a live television speech that aired before
6 a.m. Moscow time Thursday, Russian
President Vladimir Putin addressed Russia
announcing the start of a “special military
operation” in Ukraine.
Alexandra Smirnova, an SJSU alumna from
Russia who came to the United States in
2009, returned home earlier this year, and
said people in her home country didn’t
anticipate a military invasion in Ukraine.
“Most people thought the whole troop
build-up was just a bluff, and it would be
crazy to actually invade Ukraine,” Smirnova
said. “It came as a shock for everyone I
know [in Russia].”
Pro-Russia rebel leaders of Donbas
in the eastern part of Ukraine claimed on
Feb.17 they were attacked by Ukrainian
forces with artillery fire according to a
Feb. 17 CNBC article.
Sabrina Pinnell, SJSU political science
lecturer specializing in post-Soviet politics,
said this was a false flag attack by Putin
to justify Ukraine’s invasion as a
defensive action from Russia.
“This is where we get to the term
‘pretext,’ ” Pinnell said.
“Russia would have
invaded before now
if it thought it could
make the argument
that Ukrainians are
killing Russians.”
As of Saturday,
Russia had established
attack lines into three
cities according to
the New York Times
Maps tracking the
invasion: Kyiv in
the north, Kharkiv
in the northeast and
Kherson in the south
of Ukraine.
“There’s a lot of
really strong resistance
from the Ukrainian
forces at this point,”
Pinnell said. “So it’s
not going to be an automatic rollover.”
On Sunday, Putin ordered Russia’s
deterrent forces, including nuclear arms, to be
placed on high alert.
“Whoever tries to hinder us, or
threaten our country or our people, should
know that Russia’s response will be immediate and will lead you to consequences that
you have never faced in your history,” Putin
said in the Thursday announcement.
Ukrainian officials announced after a
phone call between President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy
and
Belarusian
president
Alexander Lukashenko that a meeting
will be held today between a Russian and
an Ukrainian delegation in north Chernobyl,
next to the border of Belarus.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba said in a
Sunday briefing in Kyiv
that Putin’s order to place
nuclear arms on high alert
just before the meeting was a
strategy to pressure the
Ukrainian delegation.
“But we will not give in to
this pressure,” Kuleba said.
“[Putin’s decision] to put on

high alert his nuclear weapons is a direct
threat to us. I have a very simple message: it
will be a catastrophe for the world, but it will
not break us down.”
President Zelenskyy accused Russia of
striking civilians in Ukraine on Sunday.
“They lied when they said they would
not target the civilian population,” Zelenskyy
said. “Since the first hours of the invasion,
Russian troops have been hitting civilian
infrastructure.”
An SJSU student from Ukraine, who
wished to remain anonymous for privacy
concerns, said it was stressful to call her family in Ukraine every couple of hours to make
sure they’re safe and alive. Her family, from
Kyiv, fled the capital to avoid bombing,
she said in an email.
Ukraine’s health minister Viktor Liashko
said in a statement posted on Facebook
Saturday that 198 Ukrainians had been
killed, with more than 1,000 wounded. Three
children have died since the beginning of
the invasion.
The White House released a statement the
same day stating the U.S. and its allies are
backing the expulsion of certain Russian banks
from the Society for Worldwide Interbank
Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT), a
high-security network connecting thousands

said besides Ukraine, no other countries
expected Ukranians to resist Russian troops.
“America say to [the] UK [Ukraine] will fall
in three days, they were sure that Ukraine will
not stand, but . . . in Ukraine we know what
we can do [it],” Zhukov said.
President Zelenskyy, a former actor
and comedian, has been welcomed as a
leader by Ukrainians including Zhukov and the
anonymous Ukrainian student, who said they
perceive differently than other world leaders.
“We have this joke [in Ukraine] … Usually,
presidents go from hero to clown in other
countries, but in Ukraine, looks like it’s otherwise,” Zhukov said.
Pinnell said because threats of Russian
attacks are alleged at the border of
NATO member states, the organization
would have enough justification to go into
Western Ukraine. However, Pinnell believes
“every one of those decisions is going to be
exploited by Russia.”
“They will say that . . . this was our plan
all along, to split Ukraine in half and take
the western half,” Pinnell said. “Anything we
do with regards to Ukraine could be spun
by Russia, a different way, so we have to
think about it.”
Unlike Putin’s decision to annex
Crimea in 2014, Smirnova said the current
invasion of Ukraine is
not
supported
by
anyone she knows
in Russia.
Thousands of people in cities across
Russia protested the
invasion of Ukraine. On
Sunday, the OVD-Info
m o n i t o r,
an
independent Russian
human
rights
organization combating
political persecution,
counted the arrests
of more than 2,000
anti-war protesters.
“It is a huge risk to
hit [Russia’s] streets,”
Pinnell said.
Zhukov said he was
waiting for more resistance from the Russian public. He said if
they’re “really against the war” he believes it’s
time for Russian citizens to seize control of
Putin’s government.
Smirnova said similar to other Russians,
she is still conflicted about what to do despite
her honest support for Ukrainians.
“If you say you want to support Ukrainian
troops … you’re kind of wishing death to
regular [Russian] soldiers that are not even
choosing to be there,” Smirnova said.
Smirnova said she has an 18-year-old
brother who is studying in Russia. For the
moment, he doesn’t have to join the army, but
she’s scared laws could change and require her
brother to fight in Ukraine.
“What if they say ‘18-year-old guys go now
to Ukraine,’ ” she said.
Pinnell said even if there may be internal
divisions about Putin’s decision, no clear, viable political opposition to Putin exists inside
Russia.
“The ability for other factions in the government to rise up, and question Putin, and
hope to survive politically is next to nil,”
Pinnell said.

Most people thought the whole troop build-up was
just a bluff, and it would be crazy to actually invade
Ukraine. It came as a shock for everyone I know [in
Russia].
Alexandra Smirnova
SJSU alumna
of financial institutions.
Political science lecturer Sabrina Pinnell
said Russia was prepared for this decision,
and has been working on other financial
transaction systems.
“If we were back in 2014 when they did
this with Crimea, it would have been so much
more effective,” she said.
Pinnell said that unless China joins
economic sanctions against Russia, the
sanctions imposed by NATO will not be as
effective. “If China turns on Russia, that’s
what they will be worried about, because it is
much easier to get into Russia from China,”
Pinnell said. “Most of Russia’s energy is going
to China, [if China decides to reply], then it’s
really going to start hurting.”
Pinnell said the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization, a military intergovernmental
alliance between European countries, Canada
and the U.S., is prioritizing the protection of
its member states at the Russian border.
She said this is the reason NATO is sending
arms but not troops to Ukraine.
President Zelenskyy said he sees the decision not to send troops as an abandonment.
“Who is ready to fight alongside us? I don’t
see anyone,” said Zelenskyy in a late Thursday
briefing in Kyiv.
Vo v a
Z hu k o v,
Ukrainian
aerospace
engineering junior at SJSU,
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Community members gather on Saturday at San Jose City Hall protesting the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and U.S. intervention as conflicts escalate in Ukraine.

Groups protest U.S. intervention
By Jennifer Schildge &
Madilynne Medina
STAFF WRITER & EXECUTIVE EDITOR

More than 30 community members
gathered at San Jose City Hall Saturday
to protest U.S. intervention after Russia
invaded Ukraine on Thursday morning.
The rally began at 2 p.m. with attendees

chanting, “negotiate don’t escalate.”
According to a Thursday AP News
article, the attack against Ukraine,
anticipated for weeks by U.S. and
Western allies, is the largest ground war
in Europe since World War II.
President Joe Biden said in a Thursday
statement that the U.S., along with
allies, imposed financial sanctions on

Russia “in response to Putin’s war of
choice against Ukraine.”
Biden said the U.S. targeted all
ten of Russia’s largest financial
institutions, imposing full blocking
and correspondent and payablethrough-account sanctions, and debt and
equity restrictions.
David Almeida, president of
the San Jose State Students for a
Democratic Society chapter, said he
condemns “the refusal of our elected
officials to de-escalate the situation” and
demands an end to “warmongering in
Eastern Europe.”
“We hope that by protesting we
show our government that we don’t
support any sort of sanctions on Russia.
Sanctions, although they’re promoted as
a more peaceful resolution, they end up
hurting normal people in that country by
depriving them of economic essentials,”
Almeida said.
Mike Paradela, SJSU alumnus,

End Racism.
Many attendees also called for the
cancellation of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO).
NATO is an international military
alliance which includes 28 European
countries and two North American
countries, including the U.S. The alliance
was founded in 1949 in the aftermath of
World War II to prevent the spread of
the Soviet Union, according to the U.S.
Office of the Historian website.
The organization provides a link
between two continents, enabling
international leaders to consult
and cooperate in defense and
security and conduct multinational
crisis-management operations together,
according to its website.
Almeida and several other speakers
said they feel NATO “has been used as
U.S. imperialism.”
“The Ukrainian people will pay
the horrible price of war that was

We hope that by protesting we show our government that
we don’t support any sort of sanctions on Russia. Sanctions,
although they’re promoted as a more peaceful resolution,
they end up hurting normal people in that country by
depriving them of economic essentials.

David Almeida

president of SJSU Students for a Democratic Society
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Local advocates Jeanine Corneliussen and Charlotte Casey protest Saturday.

Freedom Road Socialist Organization
member and main organizer of the event
said he sought “like-minded folks” when
planning the rally.
Freedom Road Socialist Organization
is a Marxist-Leninst organization in the
U.S., according to the group’s website.
“We feel it is really important to have
an anti-war voice that is specifically
articulating the middle position that
mass-benefits 99% of the country,” he
said after the event.
S everal
other
community
organizations also attended the
event including Code Pink Women
for Peace and Act Now to Stop War and

caused by the self-serving interests of
U.S.-led NATO forces,” Almeida said.
Biden met with NATO leaders on
Friday and said the U.S. will defend
“every inch of NATO territory,”
according to a Friday statement.
“I strongly welcome the decision to
activate NATO’s defensive plans and
elements of the NATO Response Force
to strengthen our collective posture,
as well as the commitments by our
Allies to deploy additional land and
air forces to the eastern flank and
maritime forces from the High North
DEMONSTRATION | Page 4
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Members of various advocacy groups including SJSU Students for a Democratic Society and San Jose for the Party for Socialism and Liberation at San Jose City Hall.

DEMONSTRATION
Continued from page 3
to
the
Mediterranean,”
Biden stated.

An SJSU sociology senior
who wished to go by “Nava” for
privacy concerns, said they feel
the U.S. “drags countries into its
complex of larger powers.”
“This was something that

could have been handled
diplomatically,” Nava said
during the event. “That could
have been handled over fucking
email. But no, we had escalated
to this point.”

Almeida said he was pleased
with many of the attendees’
shared perspectives.
“Although it’s a low turnout,
it’s still inspiring to see that
there’s a handful of people that
care enough about this issue
and want to make their voices
heard as American people and
students,” Almeida said.
Nancy Robles, one of
the lead organizers for

many working class citizens
would be affected.
“Yeah, well, I think you’ve
seen it every single time
America has been involved
in [a] war and if it were to
happen again with Russia,
who has to go to war?
The working class,” she said.
“And in San Jose there’s working
people here, there’s working
people across the globe.

Locally, I think we are all mentally affected by
the war hysteria. All the news we’re getting,
we’re constantly being told the world is in
ruins. The United States knows what it’s doing,
it’s trying to sell us war.
Nancy Robles
San Jose for the Party for Socialism and Liberation lead organizer
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Nancy Robles, a member of various advocacy groups, holds protest sign at a San Jose community rally.
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San Jose for the Party for
Socialism and Liberation (PSL)
and Act Now to Stop War and
End Racism (ANSWER) said
that it’s important that people
continue to attend anti-war
rallies because she believes it
is going to become “more and
more urgent.”
“Locally, I think we are all
mentally affected by the war
hysteria. All the news we’re
getting, we’re constantly being
told the world is in ruins,” she
said. “The United States knows
what it’s doing, it’s trying to
sell us war.”
Event attendee Emily Iverson
said one of the reasons she
is “anti-war” is because she
believes if the U.S. was to
intervene in a potential war,

GRAPHICS EDITORS
NICK YBARRA
LINDSAY VILLAMOR
AUDREY TSENG
DAISHA SHERMAN
AARON CHEUNG
BIANCA RADER
HANNAH GREGORIC
XENA SEO

ADVERTISING STAFF

STAFF WRITERS
D’NETRUS CHEVIS-ROSE
JENNIFER SCHILDGE
SAMANTHA DIETZ
JOAQUIN DE LA TORRE
HAILEY FARGO
GIO GAXIOLA
EVA MARTIN

ADVERTISING REPS
TYSON TSOI
ERICK BAQUERA
ELENA RAZGONOV
MOISES LLAMAS
HAYLEY WATANABE
THI TUYET MAI TRUONG
RONALDO MENDOZA ESPINOZA
AARON LAO
JENNIFER YEH
REGINA GRAJO
CHELSEY THAI
AMARI JOHNSON

SENIOR STAFF WRITERS
CHRISTOPHER NGYUEN
DON LE
JAMIE BENNETT
PRODUCTION CHIEF
MIKE CORPOS
NEWS ADVISER
RICHARD CRAIG

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
MIA WICKS
CREATIVE DIRECTOR
SHANALL SNEED

ADVERTISING ADVISER
TIM HENDRICK

That’s who is going to have to
go to war.”
SJSU economics freshman
Amara Aladi said she came to
the demonstration to better
understand the Ukraine-Russia
conflict and hopes community
members continue discussions
regarding the conflict.
“[I’d encourage people] to
spread the message at least to
people who wouldn’t usually
turn up to events like these
and spread [information] to
different types of students and
parts of our community that
would pay attention to things
like this,” she said.
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Breaking down Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
On Thursday, Russian forces entered Senkivka, Ukraine from
Veselovka, Belarus and headed south to the capital city of Kyiv,
according to a Feb. 24 CNN article. The ground invasion was
supplemented by air strikes, one of which struck a residential
building in Kyiv, though no casualties were reported as a result of
that missile attack according to a Saturday New York Times
article. Putin called the invasion a “special military operation”
and called for Ukrainian forces to surrender. The action brought
immediate condemnation from the U.S., U.K. and other NATO
countries. Russia has so far failed to capture Kyiv, and some
Pentagon oﬃcials have suggested Russian forces may have
been surprised at the amount of resistance they encountered in
Ukraine, according to a Sunday Vox article.

Ukraine, which has around 44 million residents, was attacked by sea, land and air after Vladimir Putin announced a full-scale invasion
Thursday following growing military presence near the Russia-Ukraine border, according to a Sunday BBC article.
Putin announced the same day the attack was prompted by Ukraine, which he described as a country run by Nazis preventing Russia
from safety and progress, according to the BBC article.
Ukrainian President Volodymr Zelenskyy, who’s Jewish, rebuked Putin’s claims and compared Russia’s invasion to that of Nazi Germany
during World War II, according to the same article.
Though countries in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, which was formed on April 4, 1949 to protect other countries from the
Soviet Union, have provided Ukraine with military equipment and troops, Russia has one of the largest armies, according to the article.
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Ukrainian
Capital
Crimea
Annexed
xed by Russia in 2014

Crimea is a peninsula on the Black Sea made up mostly of ethnic Russians with
signiﬁcant populations of Ukrainians & Crimean Tatars, the indigenous people of
the peninsula, according to a Feb. 21 AP News article.
Crimea was a region of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic from 1954 until 1991, when
Crimean oﬃcials held a referendum to become independent as their own
socialist republic, according to the same article.
On March 18, 2014, Russia formally annexed Crimea into its territory.

After the 2014 Maidan revolution ousted former
president Viktor Yanukovych, he ﬂed to Russia where he
released statements that he was still the rightful president
of Ukraine, according to a Tuesday NPR article.
After Russia annexed Crimea in response to the 2014
revolution and Ukraine’s parliament formed a new government,
Russian-backed separatists in the Donbas region clashed with
members of the Ukrainian military as 40,000 Russian soldiers
stood by across the border. Interim president Oleksandr
Turchynov allowed Donetsk and Luhansk to secede and
maintain self-rule to prevent a possible Russian
invasion, according to the same article.

